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Bernal, a distinguished university professor
and popular radio commentator, who repeat-
edly has voiced his negative opinions on the
referendum, and has made allegations con-
cerning government excesses and wrong-do-
ings, has now been indicted by the state at-
torney after he had suggested that the Na-
tional Police had bungled an ongoing case in
which four prisoners had been decapitated.
Though Dr. Bernal has long been viewed as a
perpetual irritant by the authorities (just as
he had been under the Noriega regime when
he was forced to flee into exile) for his out-
spoken criticism of corrupt government
practices, official Panamanian sources pre-
dict that the new charge against him may
again result in enforced exile.

Dr. Bernal’s case was suspended by the
judge at the end of its June 19 preliminary
hearing due to a motion presented by defense
attorneys requesting that legal basis of
charges against the defendant be declared as
unconstitutional. The trial will be postponed
indefinitely until a higher court rules. Al-
though the defendant’s highly visible profile
and fame drew wide support for him, the av-
erage Panamanian dissident could never
hope for such a crowd and such widespread
attention. This is why the final disposition
of the Bernal case is so important to the fu-
ture of Panamanian democracy.

Despite the fact that the Panamanian con-
stitution guarantees freedom of expression,
that same document also contains clauses
which the authorities intentionally entered
into it in order to silence its would-be crit-
ics. For example, article 33 allows for the
State to ‘‘fine or arrest any person who of-
fends or shows disrespect to them [govern-
ment officials] when they are in performance
of their duties or because of their perform-
ance of the same.’’ In the country’s Penal
Code, a charge of ‘‘slander and offense’’ can
bring about fines or imprisonment. Long
controversial Law 67 of 1978 forbids the prac-
tice of journalism by people who do not have
‘‘professional competence.’’

REMOVING THE CHECKS AND BALANCES

On February 5 of last year, Perez
Balladares signed a bill creating a new of-
fice, ‘‘Defender of the People’’ (Human
Rights Ombudsman). This official, even
though working on a pathetically meager
budget, was initially given broad powers to
investigate accusations of human rights
abuses and to disseminate his findings. The
terms of the position also allowed the om-
budsman to step in and negotiate complaints
having to do with the Attorney General’s of-
fice, and the proper functioning of the Elec-
toral Tribunal. But, in a troubling ruling by
the Court last February, his latter powers
were revoked. The Perez Balladares govern-
ment originally had set up the Human
Rights Ombudsman office as a way to pla-
cate international human rights groups, but
as time passed, more and more of its powers
have been yanked away. The ombudsman,
(constitutional law scholar Italo Antinori),
now must learn to cope with hundreds of
complaints, a low budget, and an office
whose powers largely have been retrenched.

PEREZ BALLADARES’ EYE ON THE PRIZE

Though the transfer of the canal is cer-
tainly on the minds of U.S. government and
Panamanian officials, this issue does not ex-
haust their bilateral agenda. Slow negotia-
tions over a multinational anti-drug center
still must be successfully concluded, the le-
gality of the proposed referendum allowing
for Perez Balladares to seek reelection con-
firmed, and the accusation that basic civil
rights are being trampled on must be re-
solved. A long list of brutality charges
against the National Police remain to be in-
vestigated; a Supreme Court, which accord-
ing to the State Department is ‘‘subject to

corruption and political manipulation,’’
must be reformed and governmental links to
drug cartels and money laundering schemes
investigated. Perez Balladares’ current mild-
ly anti-U.S. stance is being seen as a form of
self-serving demagoguery, in which he art-
fully wraps himself in the nation’s flag to
gain support for his August referendum from
the nationalist core of his party’s rank-and-
file. Thus far, he has turned down U.S. tran-
sitional assistant funds for the canal, prefer-
ring to accept aid from Asian or EU sources,
in order to lessen Washington’s presence and
influence. Regardless, if current practices re-
main, any ongoing mismanagement of the
canal could result in a huge disappointment
for the country, both in terms of shortfalls
in shipping revenue, and also due to impedi-
ments to the Canal’s tourist and industrial
development potential. Any slowdown in
growth could also present a springboard for
his many political adversaries to savage any
dreams he might have had of reelection.
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure for me to pay tribute to a truly excep-
tional Marine: Colonel Randall T. Smith, who
will be retiring on October 1, 1998, after more
than 26 years of service to this great nation.
His dedication and professionalism have
earned him the respect of his seniors, peers
and his subordinates.

Colonel Smith is a graduate of East Texas
State University with a Bachelors Degree in
Business Administration. He was commis-
sioned a Second Lieutenant upon graduation
from Officers Candidate School in May 1972,
and completed the Basic School in November
1972. After graduating from the Aviation sup-
ply Officer’s Course in February 1973, Colonel
Smith was assigned as Squadron Supply Offi-
cer with VMAT–203, MCCRGT–20, Marine
Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, North Caro-
lina, in March 1973—during which the squad-
ron received its first AV–8A Harrier. He was
promoted to First Lieutenant in April 1974.

Colonel Smith next served in various
H&MS–12 Group Supply Department billets,
until he was transferred to the 4th Marine Air-
craft wing in August 1976. He was promoted
to Captain in November 1976 and served as
Officer-in-Charge of the Marine Reserve Avia-
tion Supply Training Unit in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, until July 1978.

After graduating from Amphibious Warfare
School, Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Vir-
ginia, in June 1979, Colonel Smith reported for
duty with H&MS–13, Marine Air Group–13,
Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro, California.
There, he served as the Group Aviation Sup-
ply Support Center Officer, and subsequently,
as Group Supply Officer. Colonel Smith, then,
transferred to H&MS–24, Marine Air Group–
24, Marine Corps Air Station, Kaneohe Bay,
Hawaii in August 1981, for duty as the Group
Supply Officer where he was promoted to
Major in June 1982.

From August 1984 to June 1985 Colonel
Smith attended the College of Naval Com-
mand and Staff, Newport, Rhode Island, and
also was awarded a Master of Science De-

gree in Management from Salve Regina Col-
lege. Following graduation from the Naval War
College, he was ordered to Naval Air Systems
Command, Washington, D.C., where he
served as the Naval Aviation Logistics Com-
mand Management Information Systems
(PMA–270) Deputy Program Manager. In Jan-
uary 1988, Colonel Smith transferred to Head-
quarters, Marine Corps (Department of Avia-
tion) for duty as the Aviation Supply Support
Officer for the Marine Corps.

In September 1988, Colonel Smith reported
to Navy Supply Corps School, Athens, Geor-
gia, for duty as Marine Corps Representative
for Northeast Georgia and Head Marine Corps
Training Division, where he was promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel in April 1989. Colonel
Smith, then, reported to Marine Air Logistics
Squadron–29, Marine Air Group–29, Marine
Corps Air Station, New River, North Carolina,
for duty as Squadron Executive Officer in Sep-
tember 1991. There, Colonel Smith served as
Commanding Officer of Marine Air Logistics
Squadron–29 from February 1992 until June
1993.

Colonel Smith was assigned as Assistant
Chief of Staff (ALD), 1st Marine Air Wing in
August 1993 and was promoted to his present
grade of Colonel in July 1994. He later as-
sumed command of Marine Wing Support
Group 17 on January 28, 1995.

Colonel Smith’s awards include the Meritori-
ous Service Medal (with one Gold Star), the
Navy commendation Medal, the Navy
Achievement Medal, the Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation, the National Defense Service
Medal (with one Bronze Star) and the Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon (with three
Bronze Stars).

During Colonel Smith’s career, he and his
family have made many sacrifices for our
country. I would like to thank them all—Ran-
dall, his lovely wife Donna, and their four chil-
dren, April, Sara, Derek and Brett—for their
contributions to the Marine Corps and to our
national security.

Mr. Speaker, Colonel Smith is a great credit
to the United States Marine Corps and the
country he has so faithfully and honorably
served. As he prepares to depart for new chal-
lenges, I know that my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle join me in wishing him every
success, as well as fair winds and following
seas. When we adjourn today’s session, let us
do so in honor of this great American.
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Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
tribute today to an outstanding American at
the close of her career as an officer in the
U.S. Army.

On June 30, 1998, Lieutenant Colonel
Daphne D. Sahlin retires after completing over
20 years of service to her nation and the U.S.
Army. Daphne hails from Louisiana, and was
graduated from Rice University with a degree
in history. She came to the Army’s officer
corps from the ROTC program there. She later
completed a master’s degree in management.
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Daphne’s service includes tours of duty in
Korea and Germany, as well as various state-
side posts.

Throughout her career, Daphne has been a
continuing inspiration to her superiors, peers
and subordinates. She has typified and per-
sonified the dedication ethic that our Armed
Forces aspire to attain. Daphne has stood as
a role model of courage, competence and
candor, leading both her soldiers and the
Army into a new age. She has not only
watched, but she has been in the midst of the
change in the Army that allowed the role of
women to expand and take on significant new
meaning in today’s force. Perhaps no other of-
ficer is better qualified to comment on the gen-
der issues that are under discussion still today
than Daphne Sahlin.

Her perspective is that of one who has
made the ultimate contribution, having taken
on a career in the Army when the climate was
challenging and an expanded role for women
was only a goal in the mind of the forward
thinkers. But throughout over two decades,
Daphne relentlessly pursued those very goals
that legions of others could only hope to
achieve later on. She held an impressive se-
ries of key jobs in the field Army, from platoon
level up to the staff of the Secretary of the
Army.

Daphne took on the tough jobs, serving in
key military intelligence units of the Army, to
include the famed XVIIIth Airborne Corps at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina where she was re-
quired to participate in parachute operations.
But this was no challenge for an officer of her
caliber and stamina. She later went on to
serve in the Pentagon in the top operations of-
fice in the most fast paced and demanding job
in the Army. There, Daphne was a principal
assistant to the Deputy Chief of Staff for Oper-
ations. Every item of interest and each piece
of correspondence that was routed to the
Army leadership for decision came across her
desk. Her role was essential and she once
again subordinated personal interests to those
of the Army. After her noteworthy service in
the Pentagon, she came to Capitol Hill to
begin her service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Many of my colleagues and their spouses
and staff know Daphne well in her role in the
Army’s Liaison Office. From that posting, she
has indeed made a difference and touched all
our lives. Daphne has traveled across the
globe with Congressional delegations in sup-
port of the House International Relations Com-
mittee, the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, and the National Security Com-
mittee, and most importantly to me, the U.S.-
Canada Interparliamentary Group. Daphne
has been to the most remote regions of the
world. Whether the destination was Beijing,
Pyongyang, Damascus or Sydney, Nova Sco-
tia, Daphne provided the Members of this
body the same superb assistance each and
every time. She organized, planned and exe-
cuted these flawless trips, despite any
logistical challenges, and allowed each dele-
gation to focus on the business at hand.

Mr. Speaker, Daphne really established the
standard for all of her successors and we are
grateful to her for such honorable service
under such often difficult circumstances. As
we honor her, we note that this institution and
our country is better off for the major contribu-
tions she has made over a sustained period.
We wish her all the best in her future endeav-
ors as she enters civilian life.
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I would like

to take this moment to offer my congratula-
tions to the Los Sures Senior Center on its
10th Anniversary. My district is enriched by
having such a remarkable instituion serve the
community.

Thanks to the exemplary leadership of
Councilman Victor Robles, the elderly commu-
nity of Los Sures in Williamsburg has a place
dedicated and committed to them. The center
succeeds in unifying different generations, so
that our youth might benefit from the wisdom
of their elders. It is also a place where people
come together to exchange ideas and enjoy
the company of their neighbors.

Furthermore, the Center ensures that much
needed recreational and other support serv-
ices are available to the elderly in our commu-
nity. Many have referred to the Center as a
sanctuary from the hectic pace of every day
life. This remarkable place could not exist
without the dedication and sacrifice of its staff.
I would like to thank them for all of their hard
work.

In closing, I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating Councilman Victor L. Robles for
his vision, perseverance and dedication to the
senior community of Los Sures. Both myself
and the community look forward to the next
ten years.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

honor a person whom I am proud to call a
constituent and a personal friend. Mr. Bernard
L. (Buddy) Stein, a journalist of uncommon
merit and character, has recently been recog-
nized by his peers in the media through his re-
ceipt of 1998 Pulitzer Prize for distinguished
editorial writing. This great honor truly befits
the accomplishments of Bernard Stein and his
editorial expertise and skill.

Bernard’s list of accomplishments is nearly
as diverse and extraordinary as the man him-
self. Writing weekly editorials for the Riverdale
Press, a publication widely known for its excel-
lence in reporting, Bernard informs his readers
on a variety of subjects of both national and
local interest. His areas of special concern in-
clude such prudent matters as school over-
crowding and the preservation and enhance-
ment of the Riverdale community. Bernard is
a man committed to the betterment of not only
his community, but the rights of every person
worldwide.

In 1989, the offices of the Riverdale Press
were bombarded by arson; a fire set in reac-
tion to Mr. Stein’s highly controversial editorial
defending the right to purchase and read
Salman Rushdie’s novel, Satanic Verses.
Today, Mr. Stein continues his campaign for
the preservation of those most sacred rights of
free speech and freedom of the press. On the

anniversary of the aforementioned incident ad
the death sentence against Mr. Rushdie, a
photograph of Bernard holding a banner sup-
porting free speech and freedom of the press
appears in the Riverdale Press.

This most recent recognition of Bernard’s
outstanding and distinctive journalistic talent,
the Pulitzer Prize, reflects the author’s unique
ability to write with uncommon grace and al-
most lyrical composition, yet convey with a
distinct and unparalleled intensity a most
thoughtful and engaging editorial. Recognition
for one’s talents and achievements all too fre-
quently goes unacknowledged. Yet, today we
have an opportunity to celebrate a grand ac-
knowledgement of a most distinguished mem-
ber of the Riverdale and world community, Mr.
Bernard Stein. I encourage my colleagues to
join the people of Riverdale and the Bronx in
acknowledging and congratulating Mr. Stein
on his most exceptional honor, the 1998 Pul-
itzer Prize for distinguished editorial writing.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-

nize George A. Peterkin, Jr., Chairman of the
Board of Kirby Corporation, for his many out-
standing contributions to the nation’s marine
industry and the public that it serves. On July
20, 1998, Kirby Corporation will honor Mr.
Peterkin by dedicating its new building, the
George A. Peterkin, Jr. Operations and Train-
ing Center, which is located near the con-
fluence of San Jacinto River and the Houston
Ship Channel in the 25th District.

During his long and distinguished career,
Mr. Peterkin has inspired the men and women
of Kirby Corporation and its predecessor, Dixie
Carriers, Inc., to achieve the highest levels of
safety and environmental excellence. As a re-
sult, Kirby Corporation is a recognized industry
leader in safety performance. Each year, Kirby
Corporation’s rates for lost time injuries, re-
cordable injuries and spills are among the low-
est realized by towboat operators in the United
States. In addition, each year Kirby Corpora-
tion has more vessels honored than any other
operator through the Devlin Award program, a
national program that recognizes the safe per-
formance of vessel crews. In 1995, the United
States Coast Guard recognized the company’s
accomplishments when it selected Kriby Cor-
poration to receive the William M. Benkert
Award for environmental excellence in the
Large Company-Vessel Operator Category.

Mr. Peterkin’s legacy regarding safety excel-
lence has continued to grow as Kirby Corpora-
tion is called upon to share its expertise by in-
dustry organizations and government entities.
For example, Kirby Corporation has played a
leadership role on the National Steering Com-
mittee of the American Waterway Operators/
USCG Safety Partnership since its inception in
1995. The charter of the Partnership is to
strengthen the working relationship between
the Coast Guard and the barge and towing in-
dustry and to provide a mechanism for coop-
erative AWO/USCG action to advance the two
organizations’ mutual goals of marine safety
and environmental protection.

Further, Kirby corporation has played a key
role in the development and implementation of
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